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Top 5 reasons to attend:
Practical advice on meeting local requirements  
in response to structural changes in retail, offices 
and leisure

How Northern Ireland can benefit from emerging 
public and private sector measures being 
successfully implemented across the UK  
and elsewhere

Updates from key Ministers (DoE and DSD) on 
emerging policy to revitalise our town and city 
centres in Northern Ireland 

The value of new governance, planning, urban 
design, management and financial interventions  
in revitalising town centres

Interactive panel debate session on effective 
town centre regeneration
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RICS Northern Ireland  
18th Annual Planning and 
Development Conference

Nelson McCausland MLA
Minister, Department for Social Development

Nelson McCausland MLA is a member of the Democratic 
Unionist Party (DUP). He was elected as a Member of the 
Legislative Assembly (MLA) first in 2003, and held the office 
of Minster for Culture, Arts and Leisure from July 2009 - May 
2011. Nelson was educated at Carr’s Glen Primary School, 
Belfast Royal Academy, Worcester College, Oxford, and 
Queen’s University Belfast. He was first elected to Belfast City 
Council in 1989 to represent the Castle area of North Belfast 
and held the position of High Sheriff of Belfast in 1997. Nelson 
has taken a particular interest in human rights, equality, culture 
and education during his time at the Northern Ireland Assembly 
and, in 2007, represented the DUP on the Bill of Rights Forum.

Alex Attwood MLA
Minister, Department of Environment

Alex Attwood MLA took up his post as Minister of the 
Environment in May 2011. He was Minister for Social 
Development in the last Northern Ireland Executive.
Appointed in 1997 by John Hume to the Dublin Forum for 
Peace and Reconciliation, Alex’s commitment to an all-Ireland 
agenda is close to his heart. As a member of the SDLP Talks 
Team, he played a key role negotiating role on policing, human 
rights and justice issues in 1998 and since. Alex was the 
SDLP spokesperson on policing and was appointed to the 
Northern Ireland Policing Board in September 2001 on which 
he served until 2007. During this time he was influential in the 
implementation of many of the recommendations of the Patten 
report. He was first elected to the Northern Ireland Assembly  
in 1998 and has been re-elected three times since.

Chair – Diana Fitzsimons
RICS Northern Ireland Board Member

Peter McNaney
Chief Executive, Belfast City Council 

Rob Lucas
Chief Executive, Turley Associates, Planning and Urban 
Design Consultancy 

Mike Best
Executive Director, Turley Associates, Planning and 
Urban Design Consultancy 

Julian Dobson
Director, Urban Pollinators 

Jackie Johnston
Department for Social Development  

Keith Shiells 
Partner, BTW Shiells

Mary MacIntyre
Director of Strategic Planning Division, Department  
of Environment Planning 

Keynote Speakers

For full programme turn overleaf
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This conference will bring together a variety 
of professionals and stakeholders to discuss 
new ideas on governance, planning and 
financial interventions that are working 
elsewhere in the UK and beyond to provide 
solutions to high vacancy levels and a 
declining rate base in most of our town  
and city centres. 
Town centres are vital to the quality of our urban life and it is 
essential that workable measures to revitalise our urban areas 
are achieved in innovative ways within limited budgets.

Delegates will gain insight on ongoing research projects and 
plans in Northern Ireland including:

•	 The DSD High Streets Taskforces’ feedback from the 
public on action needed to be taken

•	 RICS local research and findings on vacancy

•	 UUJ academics research on town centre property investors 

•	 MAG research on ‘meanwhile uses’ of buildings / sites

•	 Town and City Centre Masterplans in Northern  
	 Ireland – an evaluation

•	 Business Improvement Districts’ draft legislation

The conference offers extensive opportunities for attendees 
(including Councillors and their officials) to have open 
discussions, ask questions directly to experts and government 
representatives, and learn from recent case studies, which will 
assist delegates in identifying and tackling challenges and risks 
they may be faced with in the next few years.



Programme	� 17 October 2012  Belfast City Hall, Donegall Square, Belfast, BT1 5GS

1215  Registration and light lunch

Chair Diana Fitzsimons, RICS Governing Council and Member of RICS Northern Ireland Board

1245 Welcome address Peter McNaney, Chief Executive, Belfast City Council 

1300 Keynote address:  Nelson McCausland MLA, Minister, Department for Social Development 
Alex Attwood MLA, Minister, Department of Environment 

1345 Questions to the Ministers               

1400 The future of town centres and the 
role of New Planning Interventions

•  Declining town centres and responses to the problem
•  The changing nature of the retail sector
•  Living in the city 
•  Case studies and lessons learned  
•  City centre Enterprize Zones & Business Improvement Districts
Rob Lucas, Chief Executive, Turley Associates, Planning and Urban Design Consultancy 
Mike Best, Executive Director, Turley Associates, Planning and Urban Design Consultancy

1445 Networking refreshments

1515 Urbanism for everyone •  Beyond place branding: who is urban design for? 
•  How do we create spaces of discovery and opportunity?
•  Placemaking and everyday life: the value of the unfinished
•  Building up by letting go: what place for governance in the melting pot?
Julian Dobson, Director, Urban Pollinators    

1545 Panel discussion  •  Effective town-centre regeneration 
•  The role of town centre masterplans
•  Role of the market and public investment
•  Future developments in the retail sector
•  Promoting redevelopment and improvement of existing properties
•  Meanwhile Uses – good or bad
Chair: Jackie Johnston, Department for Social Development
Keith Shiells, Partner, BTW Shiells
Mary MacIntyre, Director of Strategic Planning Division, Department of Environment Planning 
Rob Lucas, Chief Executive, Turley Associates, Planning and Urban Design Consultancy
Julian Dobson, Director, Urban Pollinators

1615 Close of conference

Sponsorship Opportunities

RICS conferences are attended by senior decision makers from across the UK providing unique thought leadership and  
networking opportunities for your organisation. Focussed and high level, our programmes provide bespoke requirements  
and offer the perfect environment to build new and established relationships. Sponsorship opportunities range from exhibition  
stands to sponsored lunches, evening receptions, gala dinners and a host of informal social networking options.
For further information, contact Malcolm Perryman, Affinity & Sponsorship Manager on 020 7695 1759 or  
email mperryman@rics.org
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Purchase order number     

	 Cheque – Cheques should be crossed and made payable to RICS

	� BACS – Sort code 56-00-45, Account No 30786339  
Natwest Bank, 24 Broadgate, Coventry CV1 1ZZ

	 BACS payment made £ 

	 BACS reference 

	 Date of transfer 

�Please quote the conference code 12815 on your  
Remittance Advice and forward to BACS@rics.org

	

� 	� Credit/debit card – Mastercard, VISA, Maestro, Delta. Please note 
that the three digit security number printed on the reverse of the card is 
required to make a payment with credit/debit cards. Bookings can be 
made by phone if paying by credit/debit card.

Please charge £_________ to my credit/debit card

Please tick credit/debit card to be charged

  Mastercard     Visa     Maestro     Delta

Card No                          

Security No       Issue No (Maestro only)    

Valid from         Expiry date       

Cardholder’s signature  

Billing address (if different from above)

VAT No 584940013

Method of payment – Please tick appropriate box. Registration will not be processed until payment is received. 
Local authorities can be invoiced on receipt of a purchase order number.

Delegate Fees   Please select one of the following:

		  Price  	 VAT 	 Total

	 RICS/EPLANI members	 £65.00 	 £13.00	 £78.00

	 Non RICS/EPLANI members  	 £78.00	 £15.60	 £93.60

On receipt of payment and your booking form, a confirmation email and VAT 
receipt will be sent to each delegate. Please visit rics.org/niplanning for full event 
information, venue details and location map. 
Delegate fee includes conference documentation, refreshments and lunch.

RICS Northern Ireland  
18th Annual Planning and 
Development Conference

Venue: Belfast City Hall, Donegall Square, Belfast, BT1 5GS  

17 October 2012            Conference code: 12815

Delegate Information (For multiple bookings please copy this page)

Title 	First name 

Surname 

Job title 

Organisation 

Address 

 Postcode 

Tel 

Mobile 

Email 

Specific requirements 

RICS Membership no. 

Signed  

Date 

(For use in an emergency on the day of the event)

(Please write your email clearly)

Please quote this marketing code when you register:

RICS Conferences Terms and Conditions

On completion, this form represents a legally binding contract in which the following terms and 
conditions apply:

•	�This event is organised by RICS Conferences, a department of RICS.

•	�Payment is required with the registration form. No places can be reserved without payment.

•	�Confirmation of registration and a VAT receipt will be emailed to each delegate. Please visit  
rics.org/niplanning for full event information, venue details and location map.

•	�Cancellations must be made in writing and will be subject to a 10% administration charge, but no 
refunds can be made for cancellations notified within 14 days of the event. Substitute delegates 
will be accepted at any time. Transfers will not be accepted.

•	�Payments from overseas may only be made in £ sterling, by International Monetary Order, by credit 
card or by cheque drawn upon a UK bank.

•	�RICS Conferences is not liable for bank charges or any other costs incurred by delegates in 
attending the event.

•	�RICS Conferences accepts no responsibility for the views or opinions as expressed by speakers, 
chairman or any other persons at the event.

•	�RICS Conferences checks venues for accessibility. Please let us know if you have access or other 
requirements.

•	�RICS Conferences reserves the right to refuse entry to delegates if it chooses.

•	�RICS Conferences reserves the right to change the venue and/or speakers at any time and without 
prior notice.

•	�RICS Conferences also reserves the right in its absolute discretion to cancel the event.

Data Protection 
RICS will always make sure you receive compulsory communications such as those relating to the 
administration of your membership, renewal notices, regulation and conduct, practice and guidance 
notes and AGM information.

Furthermore, RICS would like to use the contact details that you have provided to us in relation  
to the communications described below (including by email/telephone, where appropriate). Please 
tick the relevant boxes below:

If you do not wish to receive additional communications from RICS about membership and the 
profession, tick here  

If you do not wish to receive additional communications from RICS about RICS conferences,  
events, products, services and training (some of which may complement your CPD requirements), 
tick here  

If you do not wish to receive additional communications from RICS detailing offers from third parties 
with whom we have negotiated special deals for members*, tick here  

RICS would like to pass your details (including email address and phone number) to selected third 
parties pre-approved by RICS so that they can let you know from time to time about offers, products 
and services. Please tick here if you wish to receive communications from these third parties by 
email, by post and by phone.  

(*For a full list of RICS affiliated third party partners visit www.rics.org/benefitsplus)
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