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AGM –21st June 2012 at 5.30pm
Held at Crescent Arts Centre, Belfast
In Attendance 
Julie Allen


Belfast City Council
Michael McKenna

Belfast City Council

Paul Haslam


Prehen Environment and Historical Society

George McLenghan

Prehen Environmental and Historical Society

Elaine Kinghan

Chief Commissioner PAC

Trevor Rue


PAC

George Scott


PAC

Pamela O’Donnell

PAC

Mark Watson


PAC

Julie D Courcey

PAC

Rosemary Daly

PAC

Helen Fitzsimons

PAC

Grant McBurney

Carson McDowell

Richard O Toole

Michael Burroughs Associates

Dean Blackwood

DOE Planning Policy Division

Andrea McIlroy

NI Ombudsman’s Office

Marie Anderson

Deputy NI Ombudsman

Chris Bryson


Strategic Planning

Martin Kelly


Ostick and Williams

Maria O Loan

Cleaver Fulton Rankin

Dr Heather Ritchie

UUJ

Michael Beattie

UUJ

Donna Matchett

Pinsent Masons

James Orr


Friends of the Earth

Elaine Curley


Friends of the Earth

Matt Kennedy

MKA

Claudine Christie

MKA

Louise McCann

Queens – Environmental Law Student

Niamh McMahon

Queens – Environmental Law Student

Brian Roulston

Hewitt and Gilpin

Sara Walker


Turley Associates

Stuart Hood


Park Hood

James O Neill

Corvus Consulting

Andy Taylor


Corvus Consulting

Richard Ayre


Corvus Consulting

Lynnette Orr


Corvus Consulting

Catherine Shields

Corvus Consulting

Catherine Finlay

Corvus Consulting

Natalie Klarenbeek

Corvus Consulting

Gareth Grindle

Corvus Consulting

William Orbinson

Barrister at Law

Andrew Ryan

EPLANI Chair

Carrie McDonagh

EPLANI Secretary

Anna Marie McAlinden
EPLANI Treasurer

1) Chairmans Welcome
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the AGM (took place after the Seminar with guest speakers William Orbinson on ‘Mediation in planning – A bright new hope’ and Deputy Ombudsman Marie Anderson on the ‘Role of the Ombudsman in resolving disputes’).  All attendees invited to stay for AGM.

The minutes were confirmed from June 2011 proposed by AR and seconded by CMcD.

2) Chairs Remarks

Recap on how focus over the year had been on increasing membership through offering free membership for the remainder of the year to new people attracted to our events. 

Focus on retaining low cost events and increasing prizes to students in the difficult economic conditions including additional prizes for University Students. 

Recap on events throughout the year:  

· Joint UKELA event in October

· Protective Costs Orders in February

· Planning Act and Demolition Control/Enforcement Update in April

· Alternative Careers in Planning with UUJ and Belfast Met in April

Responses made to the following consultation documents:

· Response to the Department of the Environment Discussion Document – “Environmental Governance in Northern Ireland, 5 August 2011” 
· Response to the DOE consultation on planning and Demolition Control. 
Going forward future events under preparation are: -

· Marine Planning Update post Marine Bill;

· Waste and New Waste Strategy -December;
· Schools Debating Competition - renewable energy - December; 
· Community Planning -November;
· Social housing funding mechanisms and procurement issues –March. 

Continuing collaboration is a key plan going forward with other professional bodies:

· Joint RICS event in October  - DC Forum, 
· UKELA annual event in October - Fracking.  
· Potential for RTPI event on the role of various professional disciplines in urban matters.
3) Award of Student Prizes

A key role of EPLANI is to further environmental education and in the current economic climate it was decided by Committee that additional support for students was a valuable way to support the next generation of environmental lawyers and planners. 
Queens School of Law have availed of an award for several years and this was again awarded to the student with the highest mark in the Ethics module. The recipient was Jennifer Dowling.
2 additional awards were offered this year and it is proposed to continue this increased level of support in the future. Each of the prizes given to the Universities were to be awarded to a student or students as it chooses.

The Queens School of Law were awarded a £250 prize for the Masters Environmental Law.  The recipient is yet to be announced.

The University of Ulster Faculty of Art, Design and the Built Environment/School of the Built Environment decided to split the EPLANI Prize for best performance on the MSci Planning and Property Development degree at the University of Ulster across the 4 year groups.  Dr Heather Ritchie on behalf of the University a awarded the prize as follows:
Year 1 - Jenny Floyd 

Year 2 - Michael Beattie 

Year 3 - Alex O'Hara 

Year 4 - Nicola Connelly

.
4) Treasurers Report
· Income for the year is up mainly due to increased revienue from seminar fees;

· |Membership income is roughly the same;

· Expenditure is up partly due to the increase in prize giving from £150 to £250 each and the big expense which is the website (which is split between this year and next so next year expenses will also be high);

· Decision is still to keep seminar fees down due to economic climate;

· Deficit of £200;
· Overall a healthy balance of £27,627;

· Performance of the £15,000 investment account and reserve account has improved this year.

5) Election of Officers

All post holders to remain for the coming year. Current committee was duly re-elected.
Richard O Toole, Gareth Grindle and Grant McBurney expressed interest in joining committee however no committee members intended to resign. An amendment to the constitution is required to increase the number of committee members but insufficient time was available to allow such a change to be debated at a special general meeting as required. On this basis it is proposed that each are co opted onto committee in an ‘events sub committee’ and notice of intention to amend the constitution was placed. This is to be debated and voted on at the next AGM.

Members proposed by Carrie McDonagh and seconded by Maria O Loan and duly elected.  
6
Thanks

Thanks again to William Orbinson and Marie Anderson for their informative presentations.

Close

Carrie McDonagh 

EPLANI Secretary
Dated 25th June 2012
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